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WELCOME TO YOUR
2021 EASTER READER
Amidst all the changes and turmoil in our world in this past year
it is good to anchor ourselves afresh in the unchanging truth and
wonder of the Easter Story.
The Easter Story is the heart of the Christian gospel: the good
news that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, born at Bethlehem, grew
to be a man who died on a cross for our sins, and was raised
to life three days later. It is a story in which there is darkness
and death. But it is not death and darkness that win in the end.
Instead, the resurrection of Jesus declares a message of light
and life. It is, therefore, an urgent and vital story for our times.
As we emerge from the darkness of winter, and from a long
shadow of death cast across our world, we need the light and
life of Jesus as never before. The cross and the resurrection
speak an eternal word of rebirth over our lives, our land, and our
world. Our wonderful and gracious God comes to us through
Christ to renew, to restore, to help us begin again. In Jesus are
all the resources we need for our personal, national and global
rebirth. As we emerge from winter darkness, Easter announces a
new season of hope. We hold forth the unstoppable light of the
Gospel as we proclaim Jesus Christ to our needy world.
He is the one through whom we too can share in the
resurrection and the life.
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TIPS FOR DAILY BIBLE READING
This booklet has 40 days of short daily readings. Accompanying each
reading is a brief reflection and prayer.
Some of us may already have a daily Bible reading habit. For others this will
be a new thing. Forming new routines takes time. Some find reading the
Bible in the morning is best, before the distractions and activity of the day
take hold. For others, evening provides the space we need after a busy
day. It can be helpful to pick a time and stick to it. Similarly, where you read
can be significant for some: a favourite chair; a seat next to a window; a
place we can close the door and be still; outside in a park or by a river; or in
a place where we can see the sun rise or set.
Whenever, and wherever we are reading, we know we are not alone as we
read. God the Holy Spirit is with us to open God’s Word so we may hear his
voice in a noisy world. As we read, we join thousands of people all across
the nation reading these same daily readings. May we know the joy of
joining with the church across Scotland, even as we are apart.

THEMES
Our forty days of readings cover three broad themes. We begin with six
days readings entitled, The Son as we consider Jesus’ identity as the Son
of God, and what this means for us. The next fourteen days taking us up
to Holy Week is His Kingdom Comes. We will explore the truth that the
Lord is king over all the earth, and then read of God’s promise of a coming
king who will rule with righteousness and justice. We see that fulfilled in
Christ’s declaration and explanation of the kingdom. This theme concludes
with readings that look ahead to the day when the kingdom of this world
becomes the kingdom of our Lord when he will reign for ever and ever.
Our final theme, The Triumphant King, gives us twenty days of readings
focussed on the Easter story, exploring the reality and wonder of Jesus’
death and resurrection.
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8 MARCH

A GOOD AND FAITHFUL GUIDE
I am the good shepherd;
I know my sheep and my
sheep know me – just as
the Father knows me and I
know the Father – and I lay
down my life for the sheep.
I have other sheep that
are not of this sheepfold. I
must bring them also. They
too will listen to my voice,
and there shall be one flock
and one shepherd. The
reason my Father loves me
is that I lay down my life –
only to take it up again.

JOHN 10:14-17

In our world today, the need for good leaders has never been
more urgent.
In the ancient world, the shepherd was a commonly used
image of leadership. The Biblical story is full of leaders,
some good, some not at all good. By contrast, God is seen
as a consistently good and faithful shepherd, always with us,
providing for us, protecting us. Israel’s leadership ultimately
fails, and the nation is overrun by their enemies and taken into
exile. And into this story of faltering human leadership, God
steps in and promises to be their shepherd who searches for
his scattered and lost sheep, to draw them back to himself
(Ezekiel 34).
Jesus, the Son of God, is the ultimate fulfilment of this promise.
He is wonderfully good and faithful. Jesus invites us into the
security and the love of the Godhead – Father, Son and Holy
Spirit – promising that through him, we can know God and be
fully known. The depth of God’s love for us is seen in Jesus:
God comes looking for us in Jesus – no matter how far we’ve
strayed – and calls us home by name. The cost of us being
found is the death of Jesus; the hope of new life for us made
sure by his resurrection.
Amidst the clamour of our noisy world, may we today listen
for the voice of the Good Shepherd, calling us by name and
drawing us deeper into the love of God. Whatever our needs
today, may we bring them to Jesus, the good and faithful
Shepherd.

PRAYER
Our loving heavenly Father, thank you that you love us. We
praise you for your goodness and faithfulness. This world
is so busy and noisy, it can be hard to hear your voice.
Please speak to us today, calling us by name, that we
might know you more, and that we might be fully known.
Amen
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9 MARCH

GOD’S MESSIAH
Once when Jesus was
praying in private and his
disciples were with him, he
asked them, ‘Who do the
crowds say I am?’
They replied, ‘Some say
John the Baptist; others
say Elijah; and still others,
that one of the prophets
of long ago has come back
to life.’
‘But what about you?’ he
asked. ‘Who do you say I
am?’
Peter answered, ‘God’s
Messiah.’
Jesus strictly warned them
not to tell this to anyone.
And he said, ‘The Son of
Man must suffer many
things and be rejected by
the elders, the chief priests
and the teachers of the law,
and he must be killed and
on the third day be raised
to life.’

Who is Jesus? That is the question at the heart of this
conversation between Jesus and his closest followers.
The “crowds” – who have followed Jesus, heard his teaching,
seen his miracles, and seen him drive out demons – have
several possible answers: John the Baptist, that wild preacher
with his message “repent for the kingdom of heaven is near”
(John 3:2); Elijah, the prophet of God who performed miracles
and stood against evil in his day; one of the prophets, who
proclaimed messages of judgement and hope from God. All
these characters pointed forward, speaking of one who God
promised was to come.
Peter has a different answer. Jesus is the one to whom all
these characters were pointing, “God’s Messiah”, the longpromised saviour of Israel. Having heard this confession of
faith, Jesus explains what his identity as Messiah will mean.
The disciples were not able to understand at that point. Yet this
is exactly what was ahead for Jesus: suffering, rejection, death,
and resurrection.
Over the years many have sought to rebrand Jesus: to recast
his identity without a cross and an empty tomb. But the Bible
does not give us that option. In the accounts these same
disciples left for us, they made clear the centrality of his death
and resurrection.
How would we answer Jesus’ question today? Do we believe,
as Peter did, that Jesus is the Messiah? And what do we make
of Christ’s death and resurrection?

PRAYER
LUKE 9:18-22

Our wonderful Saviour Jesus Christ. Thank you that you
came to earth to live among us. We pray that you might
reveal yourself to us afresh today through the Bible, and
that you would show us more and more of who you are
and why you came.
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After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and
John the brother of James, and led them up a high
mountain by themselves. There he was transfigured
before them. His face shone like the sun, and his
clothes became as white as the light. Just then there
appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking
with Jesus.
Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good for us to be here.
If you wish, I will put up three shelters – one for
you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.’
While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered
them, and a voice from the cloud said, ‘This is my
Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.
Listen to him!’

MATTHEW 17:1-5

10 MARCH

MOUNTAINTOP MOMENTS
In Matthew’s gospel, Peter’s confession of Christ (which we read
yesterday) comes immediately before our reading today. So, according
to Matthew, this amazing mountaintop experience comes a week after
Peter has confessed that Jesus is the Messiah. Jesus, hearing this
response of faith, has begun to explain to his disciples that as Messiah,
he will die and rise again. Even if we didn’t have the voice in the clouds
here, this passage is all about Jesus’ identity and mission.
What must it have been like to be on that mountain, with Jesus, Peter,
James and John; to see his appearance change from the familiar
carpenter of Nazareth to this vison of light? For Matthew’s readers,
familiar with the Old Testament, the imagery is clear: the only one
whose face shines like the sun and who radiates light is God himself.
Suddenly Moses and Elijah appear – men of the past, very much alive
– talking with Jesus. Who wouldn’t, with Peter, want to set up camp and
stay in such a moment?
And then, a bright cloud covers them – the very presence of God – and
God speaks: “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.
Listen to him!” Jesus’ identity as the Son of God is confirmed. But more
than that, a Father’s love and commendation is spoken over Jesus.
This might all seem quite incredible. But Jesus does the same today for
those who put their faith in him: Jesus, the Son of God, brings us into
the presence of God. Sometimes those moments of encounter happen
on mountaintops. On other occasions in the darkest of valleys. But life
in the presence of God, a God who loves us and delights in us, is made
possible through Jesus. And the way in remains, as it was that day,
through following and listening to Jesus.

PRAYER
Dear God, thank you that because of Jesus we can come into your
presence. Thank you that you love us. Thank you that you delight
in us. Help us today to follow Jesus and listen to his voice.
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11 MARCH

GRACE IN OUR TIME OF NEED
Therefore, since we have
a great high priest who
has ascended into heaven,
Jesus the Son of God, let
us hold firmly to the faith
we profess. For we do not
have a high priest who is
unable to feel sympathy
for our weaknesses, but
we have one who has been
tempted in every way, just
as we are – yet he did not
sin. Let us then approach
God’s throne of grace with
confidence, so that we may
receive mercy and find
grace to help us in our time
of need.

HEBREWS 4:14-16

Have we ever passed through difficulties, and someone has
said to us “I know exactly what you are going through”? Often,
those words are said in comfort without true understanding.
This passage from Hebrews points us to the wonder of the
incarnation – the truth that in Jesus, God became a human
being. God does know exactly what it is like to be human.
The writer says that Jesus performs a role on our behalf – a
high priest – one who intercedes between humans and God.
As one who has been on earth, Jesus knows our human
weakness, our frailty. He knows the temptations that come
our way. So, when we come to God with our troubles, our
weaknesses, our failures, and our needs, it is not to some stern
and distant figure, but rather to one who understands.
We come, in the words of the writer, to “God’s throne of grace”.
And we can come in confidence because Jesus, who died for
us, intercedes for us. At this throne of grace, we receive the
mercy and the grace we need in our times of need.
Sometimes we hold back from God’s presence, all too
conscious of our weakness and our failings. Jesus has done
everything necessary for us to be accepted in God’s presence.
So, let’s bring our needs to God today, confident of his grace
and his help, because of Jesus.

PRAYER
Dear Lord Jesus, thank you that you lived a fully human
life, and lived it perfectly. Thank you for making it possible
for us to come to God. Thank you for the welcome we
receive in God’s presence because of you. We come
today, confident of your grace and mercy to provide
everything we need.
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12 MARCH

KEEP GOING!
Therefore, since we are
surrounded by such a great
cloud of witnesses, let us
throw off everything that
hinders and the sin that so
easily entangles. And let
us run with perseverance
the race marked out for us,
fixing our eyes on Jesus,
the pioneer and perfecter
of faith. For the joy that
was set before him he
endured the cross, scorning
its shame, and sat down
at the right hand of the
throne of God. Consider
him who endured such
opposition from sinners,
so that you will not grow
weary and lose heart.

HEBREWS 12:1-3

Perhaps, given how this past year life has slowed for so many of
us, life does not feel like a race. Given the number of hazards that
the writer mentions here, the Christian journey is portrayed more
like an epic quest!
The writer presents two great encouragements, whatever
difficulties we face on the journey: the cloud of witnesses
(the heroes and heroines of the faith recited in Hebrews 11)
and Jesus’ own example.
The testimonies of others – both living and dead – provide
encouragement to us to keep going on the journey of faith:
stories of choices made to get rid of things that hinder the
Christian journey; decisive moves to get rid of the sin that erodes
our relationship with God. They are witnesses to the faithfulness
of God in times of trial, reminding us that those who put their faith
in God ultimately triumph.
The example of Jesus helps us when we are weary and
discouraged: reminding us that Jesus endured the suffering of
the cross, and passed through death to life, before ascending to
heaven. Jesus was willing to go through all of this for “the joy that
was set before him”. For us too, the knowledge of what God has
promised us in Christ is a source of joy that enables us to keep
going.
Most of all, our eyes are to be on Jesus. It’s easy to get distracted
or to give up hope on this journey. But keeping focused on Jesus,
who went before us and was victorious over all that threatens life,
enables us to keep to the right path and fills us with joy and hope
as we journey.

PRAYER
Our loving heavenly Father, thank you that you call us to follow
Jesus. We thank you for the journey we have begun and which
with your help we will complete. Thank you for the testimonies of
others, who tell us of your faithfulness. Thank you for Jesus, our
living example. Help us today, we pray, to know your help, and
fill our hearts with joy and hope, as we look forward to the day
when we see you face to face.
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13 MARCH

SERVING OTHERS
In your relationships with
one another, have the same
mindset as Christ Jesus:
who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with
God something to be used to
his own advantage;
rather, he made himself
nothing by taking the very
nature of a servant,
being made in human
likeness.
And being found in
appearance as a man,
he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to
death – even death on a cross!
Therefore God exalted him to
the highest place
and gave him the name that
is above every name,
that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and
under the earth,
and every tongue acknowledge
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.

PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11
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In this extraordinary passage, the Apostle Paul outlines the
journey that Jesus took: God humbling himself to become
human, and then the ultimate humiliation and sacrifice of
the cross, before his resurrection and ascension. Christ’s
humiliation, his servanthood, leads to glory: seated at the
highest place, a name that is above every name.
It is through this humiliation and service that Jesus
becomes the gateway to everyone acknowledging the
Lordship of Jesus Christ and the glory of God the Father.
Paul is explicit: “in your relationships with one another, have
the same mindset as Christ Jesus”. In a world full of pride,
how hard it is to embrace a calling of humility. In a world
where we are encouraged to always put ourselves first,
how hard it is to fulfil our calling as servants.
Yet just as Christ’s journey of humiliation and service
resulted in resurrection and glory, so, as we follow Jesus’
example, our suffering will give way to glory. The aim of our
service is always that Jesus Christ will be acknowledged
as Lord and God the Father will be glorified. Our lives as
Christians are to be a revelation, that through our humility
and service, others might come to know and believe in
Jesus.
How might we reveal Christ to others in how we engage
with them today?

PRAYER
Dear Lord Jesus Christ, thank you for your life, given so
freely for us. Forgive us our pride and self-centredness.
Help us today, to be willing to serve others wholeheartedly,
and that through our service you might be made known to
others in all we think, say, and do.

The LORD reigns, let the earth be glad;
let the distant shores rejoice.
Clouds and thick darkness surround him;
righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne.
Fire goes before him
and consumes his foes on every side.
His lightning lights up the world;
the earth sees and trembles.
The mountains melt like wax before the LORD,
before the Lord of all the earth.
The heavens proclaim his righteousness,
and all peoples see his glory.

PSALM 97:1-6

14 MARCH

THE KING COMES TO SET
EVERYTHING RIGHT
Our reading today begins with an astonishing and anchoring truth,
“the LORD reigns”. Light and darkness, the heavens and the earth –
all of life is under sovereign control.
The truth of this, says the writer, is a source of gladness and joy
for all creation. Why? Because of the character of this God who is
king: “righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne”.
This king is not some absentee landlord. Instead, the psalmist sees
God as actively involved in his creation, every part impacted as God
moves.
Those who oppose the God who is right and just are consumed,
and creation itself, in reverent fear, seems to shrink back as
he approaches. There are aspects of God’s character, like his
righteousness and justice, that we cannot work out for ourselves.
Instead the truth of who God is must be revealed to us, proclaimed
from the heavens. But it is a generous and hospitable proclamation
as “all peoples see his glory”.
Eugene Peterson, in The Message, puts v6 like this, “The heavens
announce that he’ll set everything right, and everyone will see it
happen – glorious!”
As we look at our world, as we look at our own circumstances, there
is a lot that needs put right. Our confidence in a world gone wrong
is that there is a God who is in control. He is king and the news of
his coming amongst us in power to set all things right causes every
heart that accepts this revelation to soar with gladness and joy.

PRAYER
Our loving heavenly Father, we praise you that you are king over
all the earth. Thank you that you are a loving, kind and just God.
We thank you that you are at work in the world to set everything
right. Help us to trust that, no matter how things may seem, you are
in control.
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15 MARCH

HELD SECURE IN GOD’S HANDS
Come, let us sing for joy to
the LORD;
let us shout aloud to the
Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before him
with thanksgiving
and extol him with music
and song.
For the LORD is the great
God,
the great King above all
gods.
In his hand are the depths
of the earth,
and the mountain peaks
belong to him.
The sea is his, for he made
it,
and his hands formed
the dry land.
Come, let us bow down in
worship,
let us kneel before the
LORD our Maker;

PSALM 95:1-6

With so much uncertainty in our world, do we truly believe that
we are held secure in God’s hand?
The Psalmist declares that in God’s hands are the depths of
the earth and the mountain peaks; the sea and the dry land
belong to him. From the tip of Mount Everest to the Challenger
Deep of the Pacific, every part of this beautiful planet is held in
God’s hands.
We too are part of this creation that is held in God’s hands,
for he made us. Coming before the LORD in worship requires
humility, that we kneel before God recognising his sovereignty
over our lives.
The Psalmist overflows with praise not only that God is our
creator, but that God is present within the creation as the sure
and certain “Rock of our salvation”.
It has always been important for God’s people to gather and
to declare the truth of who God is; singing and shouting these
truths out loud, reminding one another that God is in control.
He is “the great God, the King above all gods,” and inviting
others to join us, “come before him with thanksgiving and extol
him with music and song”, “come let us kneel before the LORD
our Maker”. These are essential faith-strengthening exercises
in a noisy world.
How can we take these words to heart today so that our faith is
strengthened? And how can we share these words with others
today that faith may begin in their lives? In an uncertain world,
we – and our neighbours – urgently need to hear them.

PRAYER
Almighty God, we praise you that you created this world,
and that you hold it in your hands. We thank you for this
gift of life, that you made us. Help us today, in a world in
which there is so much uncertainty, to trust you, our creator
and saviour.
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16 MARCH

FOLLOW THE LEADER
May all kings bow down to
him
and all nations serve him.
For he will deliver the needy
who cry out,
the afflicted who have no
one to help.
He will take pity on the
weak and the needy
and save the needy from
death.
He will rescue them from
oppression and violence,
for precious is their blood
in his sight.

PSALM 72:11-14

If you could pick a king to rule over you, what would that king
be like? Our reading today introduces us to one to whom all
kings bow down – a king of kings.
The vision the psalmist paints of this kingdom is breathtaking. This king delivers, “the needy who cry out” and
those, “who have no one to help”. He has pity on those
who are weak and needy, “saving the needy from death”.
And this king offers rescue to all who live with, “oppression
and violence”. In this kingdom, no-one dies unnoticed, for,
“precious is their blood in his sight”.
Christians read these words as speaking of Jesus Christ.
Today, more than ever, this kingdom cannot come fast
enough. As we read these words let’s declare the truth
of King Jesus and his kingdom, that all in need might find
salvation in him.

PRAYER
Dear Lord Jesus, thank you that you are a king who rules
justly and rightly. Thank you for your kingdom, in which
the needy, the weak and the oppressed are helped and
saved. We pray for the coming of that day when all kings
and nations will bow before you.
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17 MARCH

GOOD NEWS!
After John was put in
prison, Jesus went into
Galilee, proclaiming the
good news of God. ‘The
time has come,’ he said.
‘The kingdom of God has
come near. Repent and
believe the good news!’

MARK 1:14-15

What was the last piece of good news you heard? In a noisy
and fearful world, you have to listen hard for it!
The context of our reading today is anything but good. Jesus’
cousin John, who had proclaimed the coming of King Jesus
and his kingdom, had been put in jail . How can the news of
the kingdom spread, when the one who was to prepare the
way is taken away?
Our lives change so quickly, and when things are not good, we
often question what God is up to. But the good news is “the
time has come…The Kingdom of God has come near”.
Today, we read about proclaiming the good news of God: for
it is only as we tell others, that the good news becomes good
news for them, so that they too “repent and believe”.

PRAYER
Our loving heavenly Father, thank you that you send Jesus
to proclaim good news to us. Thank you for your kingdom
in which everything is put right. Help us today, to hear
Jesus words, and to repent and believe.

18 MARCH

HIS KINGDOM COME
Jesus went throughout
Galilee, teaching in their
synagogues, proclaiming the
good news of the kingdom,
and healing every disease
and illness among the
people. News about him
spread all over Syria, and
people brought to him all
who were ill with various
diseases, those suffering
severe pain, the demonpossessed, those having
seizures, and the paralysed;
and he healed them.

Have you ever wondered what we are praying for when
we pray “your kingdom come”?

MATTHEW 4:23-24

As we read these words today, we proclaim this
kingdom, and in doing so sustain our hope in our
coming king and his beautiful kingdom.

Our reading today shows us what the kingdom of King
Jesus looks like: every disease and illness among the
people is healed; pain is removed; evil is driven out; the
paralysed can move.
The king moves among the people, proclaiming and
teaching the truth about the kingdom. After his death,
resurrection, and ascension the apostles continued this
work. Today we, the church, are called to do the same.
However, the theologians like to tell us the kingdom is
“now and not yet”. ‘The disease, illness, pain and evil in
this world will not be fully dealt with until Jesus comes
again.’

PRAYER
Dear Lord Jesus, thank you for the kingdom that you bring.
We pray that your name would be declared everywhere,
that every disease and illness might be healed, and that
evil would be banished. Thank you that a day is coming
soon in which this will be the reality.
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Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek,
for they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst
for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted because
of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

MATTHEW 5:3-10

19 MARCH

BLESSING IN WAITING
Who likes waiting? In our reading today much of what Jesus is promising
seems to be in the future. We have to wait for it.
And what of blessing? To be blessed is to be someone who receives from
God.
Blessing begins, says Jesus, with poverty of spirit: recognising our need.
Blessing continues when, knowing our need, we pursue God until we are
satisfied.
Humanity is always in need of God. In a world ravaged by a pandemic, there
are many who mourn today, who need comfort.
Our hope, in this broken world, is a kingdom that is both now and not yet,
the promise of the return of the king who will set everything right. And as we
wait, the hope of tomorrow transforms today.

PRAYER
Our loving heavenly Father, thank you that you send Jesus to proclaim good
news to us. Thank you for your kingdom in which everything is put right. Help
us today, to hear Jesus words, and to repent and believe.
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20 MARCH

PURSUING WHAT MATTERS MOST
‘The kingdom of heaven is
like treasure hidden in a
field. When a man found it,
he hid it again, and then in
his joy went and sold all he
had and bought that field.
‘Again, the kingdom of
heaven is like a merchant
looking for fine pearls.
When he found one of great
value, he went away and
sold everything he had and
bought it.’

MATTHEW 13:44-46

What matters most in life? Leaders around the world are
always trying to come up with the answer. Is it people? Is it
the economy? Is it freedom? Is it community?
Jesus leaves us in no doubt: what matters most is the
kingdom of heaven. In both parables, the thing of value
is “found”. The kingdom is not something obvious or selfevident. Seeking is needed.
Those seeking recognise the value of what they find, and
Jesus says it is the same with the kingdom of heaven. But
it is one thing to recognise the value of the kingdom, quite
another to pursue it. For choosing the kingdom requires
giving up everything else.
In a world with so many answers to the question “what
matters most in life?”, Jesus says “Seek first the kingdom
of God and his righteousness” (Matthew 6:33). Do our lives
reflect Christ’s priorities?

PRAYER
Dear Lord Jesus, thank you for revealing to us that your
kingdom is what matters most in life. Help us to examine
our lives today to ensure that we value your kingdom
above everything else. Please show us anything in our
lives that is getting in the way of us pursuing your kingdom.
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21 MARCH

WHAT’S HOLDING US BACK?
Jesus looked round and
said to his disciples, ‘How
hard it is for the rich to
enter the kingdom of God!’
The disciples were amazed
at his words. But Jesus said
again, ‘Children, how hard
it is to enter the kingdom
of God! It is easier for a
camel to go through the
eye of a needle than for
someone who is rich to
enter the kingdom of God.’
The disciples were even
more amazed, and said to
each other, ‘Who then can
be saved?’
Jesus looked at them and
said, ‘With man this is
impossible, but not with
God; all things are possible
with God.’

MARK 10:23-27

Is something holding us back from entering the kingdom of
God?
Jesus speaks to his disciples of one barrier to entry – wealth.
Twice he says “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom
of God!” Treasures on earth can take our eyes and hearts off
pursuing treasures in God.
It is very hard to pursue the kingdom of God in a world where
many noisy voices are continually telling us what is important in
life. I wonder what things, including wealth, may be holding us
back from entering the kingdom of God?
For all of us, entering the kingdom (being saved v26) is an
impossibility without God. Yet with God all things are possible.
Will we pray today that God will remove the seemingly
impossible things that are holding us back from the kingdom of
God?

PRAYER
Our loving heavenly Father, thank you that you love us and
are constantly calling us to yourself. There are so many
things in this world that can get in the way of pursuing you
wholeheartedly. Please help us to recognise the things
that are barriers in our lives and help us set our hearts and
minds on you.
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22 MARCH

CHILDLIKE TRUST
People were also bringing
babies to Jesus for him to
place his hands on them.
When the disciples saw this,
they rebuked them. But
Jesus called the children to
him and said, ‘Let the little
children come to me, and
do not hinder them, for the
kingdom of God belongs to
such as these. Truly I tell
you, anyone who will not
receive the kingdom of God
like a little child will never
enter it.’

Imagine stopping people coming to Jesus! Yet this is what
happens in our reading today. The disciples seek to prevent
people bringing children to Jesus for him to pray over them
and bless them. Not only does Jesus rebuke the disciples, he
points to the childlike trust of children as the key to entering
the kingdom of God.

LUKE 18:15-17

PRAYER

Our passage holds twin challenges. The first is to examine
our attitude to see if we, like the disciples, are hindering
others from coming to Jesus because we fail to see their
ultimate value to God.
The second is to examine our hearts to see if we are
exercising childlike trust in God.
In the current global circumstances, simple trust in God would
seem to be an urgent requirement.

Dear Lord Jesus, thank you that you welcome us with
open arms today. Thank you that there is a welcome in
your presence for the weak, the unnoticed, the vulnerable;
that each of us has value in your sight. Help us today to
extend your welcome to all. Please help us to place our
trust in you today.
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LOVE GOD, LOVE NEIGHBOUR
One of the teachers of the law
came and heard them debating.
Noticing that Jesus had given
them a good answer, he asked
him, ‘Of all the commandments,
which is the most important?’
‘The most important one,’
answered Jesus, ‘is this: “Hear,
O Israel: The Lord our God, the
Lord is one. Love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your
mind and with all your strength.”
The second is this: “Love your
neighbour as yourself.” There is
no commandment greater than
these.’
‘Well said, teacher,’ the man
replied. ‘You are right in saying
that God is one and there is
no other but him. To love him
with all your heart, with all
your understanding and with all
your strength, and to love your
neighbour as yourself is more
important than all burnt offerings
and sacrifices.’
When Jesus saw that he had
answered wisely, he said to him,
‘You are not far from the kingdom
of God.’ And from then on no
one dared ask him any more
questions.

During this global pandemic, every week it seems
we are being asked to follow new guidance, ever
changing rules that affect our live.
Many people think the Bible is a book of rules.
But in fact, it’s a book about relationships. In our
passage, Jesus distils all the commandments
down to two: love God and love neighbour. There
is a “what” (love) but most important is the “who”
(God, neighbour).
At a time when there are temporary limits on our
collective gatherings as Christians, and when we
are out of our regular routines, how good to have
Jesus encourage us to keep things simple:
love God, love neighbour.
How can we creatively do this today?

PRAYER
Our loving, heavenly Father, we praise you today
for your wonderful love. Help us to live lives of
love: loving you and loving neighbour. Help our
love to be practical today to those in need.

MARK 12:28-34
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24 MARCH

SEEKING LIGHT
IN THE DARKNESS
Now there was a Pharisee,
a man named Nicodemus
who was a member of the
Jewish ruling council. He
came to Jesus at night and
said, ‘Rabbi, we know that
you are a teacher who has
come from God. For no one
could perform the signs you
are doing if God were not
with him.’
Jesus replied, ‘Very truly I
tell you, no one can see the
kingdom of God unless they
are born again.’

JOHN 3:1-3

Finding the answers to life’s big questions can be hard when
so many sources tell us they have the answer.
Nicodemus comes looking for answers. He comes at night,
in the darkness. Nicodemus is genuine in his interest. He
presents the evidence that has convinced him that Jesus has
the answers, “no one could perform the signs you are doing
if God were not with him”.
Nicodemus’ conversation with Jesus is amongst the most
famous in scripture. At the time, Nicodemus struggled to
understand. The notion of being “born again” has become
somewhat discredited in modern discourse, but the
declaration that seeing the kingdom requires rebirth by the
Spirit remains true.
Conversations with Jesus remain the greatest source of light
in times of darkness. Jesus has the answers. We might not
always understand. But we do need to keep coming to him
and asking the questions.

PRAYER
Dear Lord Jesus Christ, thank you that in and through you
we can be born again: a fresh beginning, lives made new.
Thank you that in all the circumstances of life we can come
to you, and that you have the answers. Help us today to
bring to you all our questions, all our doubts, all our fears,
and know the wonder of the light of your presence driving
away the darkness.
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25 MARCH

WHEN YOU COME INTO
YOUR KINGDOM
There was a written notice
above him, which read:
this is the king of the jews.
One of the criminals who
hung there hurled insults
at him: ‘Aren’t you the
Messiah? Save yourself and
us!’
But the other criminal
rebuked him. ‘Don’t you fear
God,’ he said, ‘since you are
under the same sentence?
We are punished justly, for
we are getting what our
deeds deserve. But this man
has done nothing wrong.’
Then he said, ‘Jesus,
remember me when you
come into your kingdom.’
Jesus answered him, ‘Truly
I tell you, today you will be
with me in paradise.’

What does kingship look like? Around the globe, we all have
different experiences of kings and rulers, and the kingship
they bring.
Jesus dies, with the words “This is the king of the Jews”,
pinned to the cross. Even in his death, Christ’s claim divides.
For one criminal, they provide an excuse for further bitter
mockery. For the other, they are a beacon in the dark
shadow of death, a proclamation of a coming kingdom.
Among the last words Jesus speaks are these words of
comfort and hope to a dying man, “Truly I tell you, today you
will be with me in paradise”.
In the face of certain death, Jesus offers eternal,
indestructible paradise today. With our news full of death,
what comfort and hope our Saviour Jesus Christ proclaims
from the cross.

PRAYER
Our loving heavenly Father, thank you for Jesus. Thank you
for his death on the cross which achieved our salvation.
Thank you for the promise of resurrection: that you promise
us eternal life in Christ. Help us to look to you for comfort in
our mourning, and to put our faith in your son Jesus Christ as
the source of our salvation and hope in the face of death.

LUKE 23:38-43
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John,
To the seven churches in the province of Asia:
Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was,
and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his
throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness,
the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of
the earth.
To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his
blood, and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to
serve his God and Father - to him be glory and power for
ever and ever! Amen.

REVELATION 1:4-6

26 MARCH

FROM A DISTANCE
In these recent days, we have had to get used to being distant from so
many of those we love.
John knew all about this: imprisoned on Patmos, he was far from the
churches he loved so deeply. Alone and restricted, God sends John a
stunning revelation of Jesus.
This passage overflows with transforming truths about God: the grace and
peace he gives, his eternal nature. And what a portrait of Christ, “the faithful
witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth…
who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood”!
Paul writes from a prison cell to Timothy, “God’s word is not chained”
(2 Timothy 2:9). Whatever restrictions we are facing, God’s Word can still
get through. Let’s pray for a fresh revelation from God’s Word to encourage
and sustain us.

PRAYER
Our loving heavenly Father, thank you that you reveal yourself to us. Thank
you that distance and difficulty are no barrier to your living Word coming
to our lives. We praise you today for our wonderful Saviour the Lord Jesus
Christ and all that your Word teaches us about him. We pray today that you
would speak a fresh word of hope to encourage us and sustain us.
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27 MARCH

AND HE WILL REIGN
FOR EVER AND EVER
The seventh angel sounded
his trumpet, and there were
loud voices in heaven, which
said:
‘The kingdom of the world
has become
the kingdom of our Lord
and of his Messiah,
and he will reign for ever
and ever.’

REVELATION 11:15

Rulers and kingdoms come and go. Some last longer than
others, but eventually all – both good and bad - come to an
end.
Yet the stunning proclamation that John hears from heaven is
that an eternal kingdom of “the Lord and of his Messiah” has
been established. Finally, Christ’s kingdom – which for us is
both now and not yet – comes as “the kingdom of the world
has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah”.
Many of us are experiencing rapid change and living through
loss. What an assurance to know that, as so many things
in this world give way, this unshakeable eternal kingdom is
coming from heaven that will fill the whole earth.
As we read these words today, may our hearts be filled
with hope, as we long for the coming of our wonderful king,
Jesus, who “will reign for ever and ever”.

PRAYER
Dear Lord Jesus Christ, we praise you today for the good
news of the kingdom of God. Thank you that a day is coming
when your kingdom will be fully established on earth. We
praise you that your reign will never end. We pray today that
we might glimpse that kingdom coming to our lives, bringing
life and hope to the broken world in which we live.
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The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them.
They brought the donkey and the colt and placed their
cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. A very large crowd
spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches
from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds
that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted,
‘Hosanna to the Son of David!’
‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’
‘Hosanna in the highest heaven!’
When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred
and asked, ‘Who is this?’

MATTHEW 21:6-10

28 MARCH

THE ENTRANCE OF THE KING
Five centuries had passed since Zechariah’s prophecy, “See, your king
comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a
donkey” (Zechariah 9:9). Entering Jerusalem, at the beginning of a week
when his coronation would be marked by a cross and a crown of thorns, the
imagery was unmistakable for those who knew the Old Testament: Jesus is
saying he is the king they have been waiting for.
The crowds greet him as the Messiah (“Son of David”) with the words of
Psalm 118, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”. A whole city
is stirred, asking, “Who is this?”
Our broken world waits in desperate need for a saviour today. As we read
this passage may we declare with joy and hope the entrance of the king
into our world, and into our lives.

PRAYER
Our loving heavenly Father, we thank you for the coming of Jesus. We
thank you that he is your promised king, the Messiah, come to save us.
Help us today to share this good new with others, that they too might know
the joy and hope of Jesus coming into their lives.
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While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to his disciples, saying, ‘Take and eat;
this is my body.’
Then he took a cup, and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink
from it, all of you. This is my blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many for
the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not
drink from this fruit of the vine from now on
until that day when I drink it new with you in
my Father’s kingdom.’
When they had sung a hymn, they went out to
the Mount of Olives.

MATTHEW 26:26-30

29 MARCH

ALL OF CHRIST, FOR ALL OF US
What is it we need today?
Jesus takes the simple staples of bread and wine and transforms forever
the Passover meal. Yes, we need bread and wine; but more than that, we
need Christ’s body crucified, and his blood, “which is poured out for many
for the forgiveness of sins”.
But there is more, a glimpse into a certain future: Jesus’ declaration that he
would not drink wine again, “until that day when I drink it new with you in
my Father’s kingdom”.
Today we stand as much in need of Christ as the moment we first put our
faith in him. In our poverty, Christ meets us in open-handed generosity,
providing all we need, as he gives all of himself for all of us.
When was the last time we told Jesus how much we need him in our lives?
Let us approach Christ with glad and thankful hearts, so that we may
receive from him, as he offers himself to us afresh today.

PRAYER
Dear Lord Jesus Christ, thank you for your body and your blood given
that we might be forgiven and reconciled to the Father. Thank you for the
simple communion feast which reminds us how much you love us and how
much you have done for us. Help us to confess our need before you and
receive from your loving hands all that we need for life and salvation.
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PRAYING THROUGH SUFFERING
Then Jesus went with his
disciples to a place called
Gethsemane, and he said
to them, ‘Sit here while I
go over there and pray.’ He
took Peter and the two sons
of Zebedee along with him,
and he began to be sorrowful
and troubled. Then he
said to them, ‘My soul is
overwhelmed with sorrow to
the point of death. Stay here
and keep watch with me.’
Going a little farther, he fell
with his face to the ground
and prayed, ‘My Father, if it
is possible, may this cup be
taken from me. Yet not as I
will, but as you will.’

MATTHEW 26:36-39
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God himself knows what it is to suffer. For God the Son, in
sorrow at Gethsemane, anticipated the pain of the cross,
where he would bear the punishment for all the sins of the
world. Deeply troubled, Christ’s soul was, “overwhelmed
with sorrow to the point of death” .
Christ’s solitude is striking. He moves from the disciples, to
the smaller group of Peter, James and John, but finally, alone,
he falls with his face to the ground to pray.
But Christ is not alone, as in prayer he communes with the
Father and the Spirit. And what a prayer! Asking for the
suffering to be taken away yet submitting to the Father’s will.
We are never alone in our suffering. And when suffering
remains, when we have prayed for it to be removed, we are
walking in the footsteps of Christ.

PRAYER
Our loving heavenly Father, thank you that this story reminds
us you know what it is to suffer. We praise you for the
love that exists within and between you Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. We see it in this scene. We praise you for the
submission of Jesus to your will, despite the cost. Help us
and sustain us in our suffering. Thank you that you are with
us in all circumstances. Help us to trust ourselves to your will
today.

31 MARCH

DEALING WITH BETRAYAL
While he was still speaking,
Judas, one of the twelve,
arrived. With him was a
large crowd armed with
swords and clubs, sent from
the chief priests and the
elders of the people. Now
the betrayer had arranged a
signal with them: ‘The one I
kiss is the man; arrest him.’
Going at once to Jesus, Judas
said, ‘Greetings, Rabbi!’ and
kissed him.
Jesus replied, ‘Do what you
came for, friend.’

MATTHEW 26:47-50

Did the fact that Jesus knew Judas would betray him make it
any easier to endure? This friend who had enjoyed one last
meal with his teacher brings Christ’s enemies to take him to
trial and death on the cross, infamously betraying Jesus with
a kiss.
Yet it was the first of many betrayals of Jesus that night: Judas
betrays him, the disciples desert him, and Peter denies him
three times. Jesus knew all this: did that make it any easier
to endure?
Sometimes we think we’d like to know the future, that
somehow this would make it easier. But what could we do
with such knowledge, powerless as we are over so much
of life?
Jesus, fully aware of the betrayals and the suffering to come,
continues his journey towards the cross, in full obedience to
the Father. His mind was set on accomplishing our salvation.
Have we ever stopped to think that in the midst of this
suffering, Christ dealt with all our sins and betrayals, which he
also knew about in advance?

PRAYER
Our Dear Lord Jesus Christ, thank you for your obedience
to the Father. Thank you for your perfect love. Thank you
that you endured all the betrayals of that night so that our
salvation might be accomplished. Thank you that you dealt
with all our sin, all our failure, all our betrayals at the cross.
Help us today to know that we are loved and forgiven.
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Pilate called together the chief priests, the
rulers and the people, and said to them, ‘You
brought me this man as one who was inciting
the people to rebellion. I have examined him in
your presence and have found no basis for your
charges against him. Neither has Herod, for he
sent him back to us; as you can see, he has done
nothing to deserve death. Therefore, I will punish
him and then release him.’
But the whole crowd shouted, ‘Away with this
man! Release Barabbas to us!’ (Barabbas had been
thrown into prison for an insurrection in the city,
and for murder.)
Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them
again. But they kept shouting, ‘Crucify him!
Crucify him!’

LUKE 23:13-21

1 APRIL

ENDURING INJUSTICE
Wherever we are in the world, there is injustice.
Jesus endured great injustice. Twice found innocent, by Pilate and Herod, the
verdict is clear: “no basis for your charges against him”, “he has done nothing to
deserve death”.
It seems unjust that having given this verdict of innocence Pilate offers to have
Jesus punished. It seems unjust that Barabbas, imprisoned for insurrection and
murder, should be released.
Pilate’s appeals go unheeded as the crowd shouts, “Away with this man”,
repeating “Crucify him!” again and again.
Samuel Crossman’s famous hymn, “My Song Is Love Unknown” reflects upon
these events:
Why, what hath my Lord done?
What makes this rage and spite?
He made the lame to run,
He gave the blind their sight,
Sweet injuries!
Yet they at these
Themselves displease,
and ’gainst Him rise.

They rise and needs will have
My dear Lord made away;
A murderer they save,
The Prince of life they slay,
Yet cheerful He
to suffering goes,
That He His foes
from thence might free.

We, of course, find ourselves complicit in the enduring injustice of Christ
crucifixion: he was innocent, we are guilty. Yet through his death, like Barabbas,
we find ourselves wonderfully and unexpectedly pardoned.
As we read these words let’s thank Jesus for setting us free.

PRAYER
Our loving heavenly Father, as we look around the world today we see so
much injustice. Thank you for the sacrifice of Jesus. We praise you that through
the cross, every wrong is being set right, every broken place made whole. Help
us to recognise the cost of our salvation, of making us whole. Help us to live in
the freedom that Christ has secured for us.
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CRYING IN THE DARK
At noon, darkness came over
the whole land until three in
the afternoon. And at three
in the afternoon Jesus cried
out in a loud voice, ‘Eloi,
Eloi, lema sabachthani?’
(which means ‘My God, my
God, why have you forsaken
me?’).

Have you ever wondered if God has abandoned you?
Among Jesus’ last words on the cross are these, in which
Jesus quotes Psalm 22, a lament. A lament is a complaint
to God, in which we take our pain to God. Laments are
expressions of faith, not doubt. For why else would we
approach God in prayer?

When some of those
standing near heard this,
they said, ‘Listen, he’s
calling Elijah.’

And then Jesus dies. Nothing can take away from the
darkness, from the awfulness of Christ’s death on the cross.
Darkness and death mark this point of the story, but they will
not be able to stand against the light and the life of God.
In our times of deepest suffering those around us may
misunderstand. But God hears our crying in the dark. He
understands. Darkness and death may surround us, they
may mark us at this point of our story. But because of Jesus,
darkness and death will not have the final word.

Someone ran, filled a sponge
with wine vinegar, put it
on a staff, and offered it to
Jesus to drink. ‘Now leave
him alone. Let’s see if Elijah
comes to take him down,’
he said.
With a loud cry, Jesus
breathed his last.

MARK 15:33-37

In the midday darkness, “some of those standing near” hear
the words of Jesus, dying. He speaks “Eloi” (“My God”); they
hear “Elijah”. Someone runs with wine vinegar, seeking to
prolong his agony, to see if Elijah really will appear.

As we read these words today, let us give thanks that Christ
endured darkness and death so that we might know light
and life. And let us pray for our suffering world, calling it from
darkness and death into the wonderful light and life made
possible by God in Jesus.

PRAYER
Our loving heavenly Father, thank you that you did not
abandon Jesus at the cross and you promise never
to abandon us. Thank you that you are with us in the
darkness, and that you listen to our cries. We praise you
for the death of Jesus, who endured darkness and death
so that we may know your wonderful light and life. Help
us to see where you are driving back every expression of
darkness and death in our lives and in our world. We want
to show the world the light and life that comes through
Jesus.
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STIRRING HOPE
As evening
approached, there
came a rich man
from Arimathea,
named Joseph, who
had himself become
a disciple of Jesus.
Going to Pilate, he
asked for Jesus’ body,
and Pilate ordered
that it be given to
him. Joseph took the
body, wrapped it in
a clean linen cloth,
and placed it in his
own new tomb that
he had cut out of
the rock. He rolled a
big stone in front of
the entrance to the
tomb and went away.
Mary Magdalene
and the other Mary
were sitting there
opposite the tomb.

MATTHEW 27:57-61

What stirs up hope in us?
Had Joseph left it too late to declare his allegiance to Jesus? Going
to Pilate, Joseph asks for Jesus’ body. He takes Jesus’ dead body
and wraps it in cloth. He places Jesus in his own new tomb, a tomb
he had cut out of rock. Then, having rolled a large stone over the
entrance, Joseph goes away.
For two thousand years, the church has been telling Joseph’s story
of devotion to his dead Lord. Joseph, along with the two Marys, are
the most reliable of all witnesses to the resurrection. For it is their
proximity to Jesus in death that makes their testimony of Jesus’ life
so credible.
Joseph sees and handles the dead body of his Lord Jesus,
receiving it from Pilate, taking, wrapping it in linen, placing it in the
tomb. Joseph himself sees the tomb sealed, as do these faithful
watching witnesses, the two Mary’s.
As we read this account today, we have evidence before us that
Jesus really died. That he was laid in a tomb. That the tomb was
sealed with a large stone. Which makes the events to come all the
more remarkable. Was there hope in Joseph’s heart as he buried
his Lord? Did Joseph, did the two Mary’s, did any of his disciples
remember – or believe - Jesus’ words about rising again? Or the
words Christ spoke to the crowd in Jerusalem, “Unless a grain of
wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed.
But if it dies, it produces many seeds” (John 12:24).
It is only through the death of Christ that there can be the hope of
life for us.

PRAYER
Dear Lord Jesus Christ we declare our faith. You died on the cross
and you were buried in the tomb. We praise you that it is in your
death that the hope of life for us is found. We pray today, as the
shadow of that tomb is cast across our lives once more, that we
might declare to our world that Christ’s death is not the end, but the
hope of a new beginning. Fill us with hope we pray.
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After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week,
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the
tomb.
There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord
came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled
back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like
lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. The guards
were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead
men.
The angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid, for I know
that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not
here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place
where he lay.

MATTHEW 28:1-6

4 APRIL

MOVING FROM FEAR TO HOPE
There is so much in our world that causes us to fear.
The two Marys go at dawn, “to look at the tomb”. The earthquake terrifies.
The angel makes them afraid.
The messenger from heaven understands - “Do not be afraid” – but also
knows why they have come, “You are looking for Jesus, who was crucified”.
Then words of hope: “He is not here; he has risen, just as he said”. Finally,
to these important eyewitnesses, the invitation: “come and see”.
God understands our fear and knows what we are looking for. Come with
the two Mary’s and examine this empty tomb. Hear the angel’s message
afresh: “He is not here; he has risen”. Jesus our Lord and Saviour has
overcome sin and death and hell. The cross has been endured and Christ
has passed through death to life!
Whatever terrifies us today Christ has overcome through his death and
resurrection. There is no need to be afraid.
How our world, gripped by fear, needs this resurrection text. Every word is
an invitation from the God who moves people from fear to hope.

PRAYER
Our loving heavenly Father, we praise you today that you raised Jesus
from the dead and he is alive forever. We thank you for your words of
comfort and assurance from the angel, “Do not be afraid”. We confess
there are so many things that make us afraid. Help us to trust you, and to
allow the news of the resurrection to ring in our minds and hearts that our
lives may overflow with hope.
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WONDERING WHAT
HAS HAPPENED
When they came back
from the tomb, they
told all these things to
the Eleven and to all
the others. It was Mary
Magdalene, Joanna,
Mary the mother of
James, and the others
with them who told
this to the apostles. But
they did not believe
the women, because
their words seemed to
them like nonsense.
Peter, however, got up
and ran to the tomb.
Bending over, he saw
the strips of linen lying
by themselves, and he
went away, wondering
to himself what had
happened.

LUKE 24:9-12

When events overtake us and we are confused, we often ask:
“What just happened”?
The gospels tell us there was confusion on the very first Easter
Sunday. Even among the apostles, the first witnesses to the
resurrection were doubted, “They did not believe the women,
because their words seemed to them like nonsense”.
Peter runs and finds an empty tomb and grave clothes, but no
body. He then leaves, “wondering to himself what had happened”.
The gospels present such an honest portrait of the disciples. Their
reaction demonstrates they were not expecting the resurrection. In
Luke’s account, these women tell of a stone rolled away, an empty
tomb, of angels declaring, “He is not here; he has risen”.
The women (and the apostles whom they will tell) are reminded
that Jesus had told them he would be raised on the third day. Peter,
belatedly coming to the empty tomb, examines the grave clothes
that have been cast aside and then leaves, “Wondering to himself
what had happened”. At this astonishing moment of resurrection,
the disciples can’t quite grasp the amazing thing that God has
done.
The great Biblical story, in which we find and make sense of all
our stories, reminds us that God’s people often don’t grasp what
is going on. But the foundation of our faith is that God does know
what is going on, and he is in control.
Could it be that like the disciples, so lost and confused that day,
our disorientating circumstances may turn out to be a resurrection
moment?

PRAYER
Our loving heavenly Father, thank you for the truth and reality of
the resurrection of Jesus. Thank you for the gospel account that
speaks so honestly of human confusion in the face of miracles. So
often we cannot see the way. Help us to trust you, the God who is
in control of things. Please speak a word of hope and resurrection
into every place of loss and confusion in our lives today.
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SEEING JESUS
On the evening of that first
day of the week, when the
disciples were together, with
the doors locked for fear
of the Jewish leaders, Jesus
came and stood among them
and said, ‘Peace be with you!’
After he said this, he showed
them his hands and side.
The disciples were overjoyed
when they saw the Lord.

JOHN 20:19-20

Is joy possible in the midst of tragedy?
Jesus was dead. Betrayed by one of the disciples. Crucified
and buried due to the machinations of the Jewish leaders.
No wonder the disciples were afraid.
What must it have been like to see Jesus? To hear him speak,
“Peace be with you” over fearful hearts? And who could
make sense of the wounds in his hands and side - signs of
his death - and yet his living and breathing presence among
them? John, who was there that night, gives us one word to
describe how they felt on seeing Jesus, “overjoyed”.
Jesus still comes and stands amongst us, whispering his
peace over our troubled lives. His appearance is always a
source of joy.
Let’s take these words to heart today and seek a fresh
encounter with Christ., The peace and joy he brings soothes
our sadness and loss. And as the risen Lord draws near, may
we too be overjoyed.

PRAYER
Our loving heavenly Father, thank you that this story reminds
us you know what it is to suffer. We praise you for the
love that exists within and between you Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. We see it in this scene. We praise you for the
submission of Jesus to your will, despite the cost. Help us
and sustain us in our suffering. Thank you that you are with
us in all circumstances. Help us to trust ourselves to your will
today.
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A week later his disciples were in the house again, and
Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked,
Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with
you!’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; see my
hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop
doubting and believe.’
Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and my God!’
Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you have seen me, you have
believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
believed.’

JOHN 20:26-29

7 APRIL

SEEING AND BELIEVING
Yet again, amongst these stories of resurrection, we get a story of doubt.
Thomas was not there when Jesus first appeared to the disciples. He had
not seen and refused to believe, famously saying, “Unless I see the nail
marks in his hands, and put my finger where the nails were, and put my
hand into his side, I will not believe it” (John 20:25).
What must it have been like for Thomas the following week when Jesus
appeared to him? And then to hear the Saviour address him by name,
inviting him to do what he said he needed to believe: touching the marks of
death on the body of the resurrected Christ. Doubting Thomas becomes a
vital witness: not only had he seen Jesus, he had touched him.
Thomas’ confession is a wonderful moment of faith. Then Jesus speaks
a blessing over us: those who stand in that unbroken line of millions over
the centuries who were not there, who did not see, who did not touch the
resurrection body of Christ yet, through the testimony of Thomas and the
other disciples, have come to believe.
On our journeys of faith with Jesus we all encounter doubts. Our Lord
knows all about our questions and doubts. Christ meets us right there,
present in resurrected power in all those places where our faith is weakest,
and says with love “Stop doubting and believe”.

PRAYER
Our Lord and our God, we praise you that you were crucified and
resurrected. In our doubt and in our need we declare our faith, saying with
that father in the gospels, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief”
(Mark 9:24). Thank you that you are present in our places of doubt and
pain, that though we are weak you are strong. We cry out with Thomas for
a fresh encounter with you, that our faith may be sustained and we are
strengthened for the journey ahead.

PAGE 45

8 APRIL

EVIDENCE THAT DEMANDS
A VERDICT
For what I received I
passed on to you as
of first importance:
that Christ died for
our sins according to
the Scriptures, that
he was buried, that he
was raised on the third
day according to the
Scriptures, and that he
appeared to Cephas, and
then to the Twelve. After
that, he appeared to
more than five hundred
of the brothers and
sisters at the same time,
most of whom are still
living, though some have
fallen asleep.

What evidence is there for the resurrection of Jesus? Beyond the
detailed and persuasive gospel accounts, this section from Paul’s
first letter to the Corinthians contains the most comprehensive
details of appearances of Jesus after his resurrection. Peter –
one of Jesus’ closest friends – is listed first, then the wide group
of the twelve apostles. Then this appearance to more than
500 people at the same time. Some of these people, remarks
Paul, are still living. Eyewitnesses of the resurrection to whom
the Corinthians could speak. And then that beautiful throwaway
remark, “though some have fallen asleep”: a declaration of faith
that those who die in Christ will follow him in being raised to life.
But there is another declaration and more evidence that Paul
places first, for it comes before the resurrection: “Christ died for
our sins according to the Scriptures”. Paul, along with the other
New Testament writers, insists that Christ’s death is a fulfilment of
Old Testament scripture, evidence that points to the purpose of
the death of Christ.

For two thousand years these declarations of faith, underpinned
by the same evidence, have been passed down through
successive generations of disciples of Jesus Christ. Today,
through our declaration of faith we are united with our brothers
1 CORINTHIANS 15:3-6 and sisters who were there and witnessed Christ’s resurrection.
And one day we will experience the wonder of our own
resurrection, when Jesus returns. As we wait for that day we are
called to do what Paul did for the Corinthians, to pass on these
things of “first importance” to others.

PRAYER
Our loving heavenly Father, thank you for the Bible. Thank you
for all it tells us about your wonderful Son the Lord Jesus Christ.
Thank you for the assurance we can have about the death and
resurrection of Jesus. Thank you that through faith in Christ we
are forgiven our sins and will share in the resurrection to come.
Help us to declare these truths to our generation, that they too
might come to believe.
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APPEARANCES CAN BE DECEIVING
Who has believed our
message
and to whom has the
arm of the Lord been
revealed?
He grew up before him
like a tender shoot,
and like a root out of
dry ground.
He had no beauty or
majesty to attract us to
him,
nothing in his
appearance that we
should desire him.
He was despised and
rejected by mankind,
a man of suffering,
and familiar with pain.
Like one from whom
people hide their faces
he was despised, and
we held him in low
esteem.

We live in a visual culture, bombarded by images. Celebrities and
corporations carefully curate their image. Yet we also live in the age
of “fake news” and “alternative facts”, with images and truth easily
manipulated.

ISAIAH 53:1-3

PRAYER

Isaiah wrote this famous chapter over 600 years before Christ, but
for Christians, his words have always been read as a prophetic
description of our Lord.
According to Isaiah, Jesus has never scored highly when it comes to
his appearance, nothing about him that would impress us, “no beauty
or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we
should desire him”.
More than that, Isaiah foretells the rejection of Jesus by the religious
officials and the people, twice using the word “despised”. Instead of
being attracted by Jesus, Isaiah suggests people were repelled, “like
one from whom people hide their faces”.
Yet appearances are deceiving. Through Jesus a message of
salvation and hope is proclaimed from heaven. Through Jesus, God’s
plan and God’s unstoppable activity - the “arm of the Lord” – has
been revealed.
In a world where Christ continues to be overlooked, rejected and
even despised, may we encourage others to take a fresh look at
Jesus, and discover the salvation and hope that can only be found in
him.

Our loving heavenly Father, thank you for Jesus. Once, we didn’t
recognise who Jesus was; we were among those who overlooked,
rejected and even despised Jesus. But because of your great mercy,
you have revealed your great plan of salvation to us in Jesus. Help
us today, in a world where we are bombarded with images, to fix our
eyes and hearts on Jesus. May we glimpse him afresh in our lives
and know the assurance and joy of the salvation and hope that are
ours today.
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For the message of the cross is foolishness
to those who are perishing, but to us who
are being saved it is the power of God.

1 CORINTHIANS 1:18
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CHRIST, THE POWER AND
WISDOM OF GOD
Our culture is not short of opinions, some strongly held. There are many
different opinions about the significance of the cross of Christ today, just as
there were in Paul’s day.
Paul tells the Corinthians that the cross of Christ was a stumbling block
to Jews: they could not accept the message of Jesus as the Son of God,
crucified to take away the sins of the world. For Gentiles, the same message
was “foolishness”. It is good to be reminded that the cross of Christ has
always provoked strong opinions, opposition, and rejection.
The tragedy, says Paul, is that those who reject the cross as “foolishness” are
perishing. They are dying, yet salvation is visible from the place where they
stand. But for those of us who have accepted Christ, who have believed that
his cross is the means by which God takes away our sins and reconciles us
to himself, the cross of Jesus Christ is both the power and wisdom of God.
It is the wisdom of God: God’s good plan revealed. It is the power of God: a
miraculous provision that saves us.
What is our opinion of the cross of Christ? Where do we stand? Do we, with
Paul and the New Testament authors, and the church through the ages,
accept the cross of Jesus as the means by which we can be saved?

PRAYER
Dear Lord Jesus Christ, we proclaim you today as our Lord and our Saviour.
We praise you for being willing to die for us, in our place, for our sins,
upon the cross. As we approach Easter once again, help us to take time
meditating on your cross and all that you achieved there. Deepen our love
and our worship of you.
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HE TOOK UP OUR PAIN AND
BORE OUR SUFFERING
Surely he took up our
pain
and bore our
suffering,
yet we considered him
punished by God,
stricken by him, and
afflicted.
But he was pierced for
our transgressions,
he was crushed for
our iniquities;
the punishment that
brought us peace was
on him,
and by his wounds
we are healed.
We all, like sheep, have
gone astray,
each of us has turned
to our own way;
and the Lord has laid
on him
the iniquity of us all.

ISAIAH 53:4-6

These well-loved verses from Isaiah speak so clearly of the
“message of the cross” in our reading from 1 Corinthians yesterday.
Jesus bore “our pain”, “our suffering”. He was “pierced for our
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities”, “the punishment
that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are
healed”.
Here is the great exchange at the heart of the gospel, the great
solution to our going astray, our turning away from God to our own
way. Jesus takes the punishment for our sin, and because of that
we can know peace with God, and healing in all the places in our
lives that have been broken and wounded by sin.
Yet, as Isaiah foresees, not everyone sees Christ and the cross this
way, “we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and
afflicted” . For some, Christ deserved to die for claiming to be God.
For others Christ was simply a good religious teacher caught up
in a power struggle between national religious leaders and their
oppressor Rome. For others the idea that God would allow his son
to be treated like this is unacceptable.
Yet the evidence of Isaiah the prophet, Jesus’ own testimony, and
the witness of the apostles and the New Testament, challenge
these options. Peter, on the day of Pentecost proclaims the cross
of Christ, “God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both
Lord and Christ…Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins”
(Acts 2:36, 38).

PRAYER
Our loving heavenly Father, thank you for Jesus. Thank you for
his death on the cross which achieved our salvation. Thank you
for the promise of resurrection: that you promise us eternal life in
Christ. Help us to look to you for comfort in our mourning, and to
put our faith in your son Jesus Christ as the source of our salvation
and hope in the face of death.
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ALIVE WITH CHRIST
When you were dead
in your sins and in the
uncircumcision of your
flesh, God made you alive
with Christ. He forgave us
all our sins, having cancelled
the charge of our legal
indebtedness, which stood
against us and condemned
us; he has taken it away,
nailing it to the cross. And
having disarmed the powers
and authorities, he made a
public spectacle of them,
triumphing over them by
the cross.

COLOSSIANS 2:13-15

What difference does being a Christian make?
According to Paul, becoming a Christian is transformational.
Because of Christ we have passed from death to life and
from condemnation to forgiveness.
God’s love for us shines through in this passage. While we
were “dead in [our] sins”, God made us alive with Christ.
Though the charge sheet against us was overwhelming - “the
charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and
condemned us” – God forgave us. God always makes the
first move: our worship, our obedience, our following him is
only possible because of what God first did for us in Christ.
These changes in our lives have a wider context, writes Paul.
Not only do we receive these tremendous personal blessings
of life and forgiveness, Jesus at the cross defeats the powers
and authorities that stand against him, that stand against our
life. Christ’s death on the cross, a symbol of defeat, becomes
instead a place of triumph and victory.
Whether we feel near to God or far away, God moves
towards us in love through Jesus Christ. And through Christ’s
cross, God has done everything necessary for us to come
back to him. Let’s draw near to God today: alive, forgiven and
unafraid, because of Jesus.

PRAYER
Our loving heavenly Father, thank you that when we were
far away from you, dead and condemned because of our
sin, you made us alive, and forgave us, through the death
of Jesus on the cross. Thank you for the decisive and
eternal victory you won at the cross over all the powers of
evil that stand against us, and against your good purposes
for your creation. We put our hope and trust in you Lord
God. Help us every day to draw near to you in faith
through Jesus and experience the life and forgiveness you
made possible through the cross of Christ.
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He was oppressed and afflicted,
yet he did not open his mouth;
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter,
and as a sheep before its shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.
By oppression and judgment he was taken away.
Yet who of his generation protested?
For he was cut off from the land of the living;
for the transgression of my people he was punished.

ISAIAH 53:7-8
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LIKE A LAMB TO THE
SLAUGHTER
As Isaiah’s great prophecy comes to a climax, the silence of the innocent sufferer
stands out. Despite the oppression and affliction, “he did not open his mouth”
(repeated twice in v7), like an animal going quiet as it faces death. Equally striking is the
silence of those of his generation who do not protest as he is killed. This lamb was led
away to death, taken away by oppression and judgment.
Yet there is light amidst the darkness of the scene: “for the transgressions of my people
he was punished”. The image of the lamb takes on a new meaning. Here is not a
meaningless death, but a costly sacrifice which takes away sin. The imagery is of the
Passover lamb of the Exodus.
The New Testament picks up Isaiah’s great thought. John the Baptist points to Jesus,
exclaiming, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world!” (John 1:29,
36). The night he is betrayed Jesus shares the Passover meal with his disciples which
involved the slaughter and eating of a lamb (Mark 14:12). Paul writing to the Corinthians
says, “Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.” (1 Cor 5:7). Peter comments,
“you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your
ancestors…with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.”
(1 Peter 1:18-19).
As we reflect on the suffering of our Lord again this Easter, notice the silence as Christ
willingly goes to the cross for us. In Gethsemane he rebukes his disciple for violently
opposing his arrest (Matthew 26:50-54). Despite the outrageous lies and trumped up
charges presented in his trial both before the Sanhedrin and Pilate, Jesus says nothing
(Matthew 26:62-63; 27:13-14). Christ was led like a lamb to the slaughter, but in and
through his death, our transgressions are taken away. Through the cross of Christ, we
are forgiven and reconciled to God.

PRAYER
Our dear Lord Jesus Christ, thank you for enduring the cross for us. Thank you that
you willingly laid down your life for us, that we might be forgiven. We praise you and
worship you today as we read these scriptures. Will you help us through your Holy
Spirit to know more of your love and grace, as we put our faith in you.
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ENTRUSTING OURSELVES TO GOD
When they hurled
their insults at him,
he did not retaliate;
when he suffered,
he made no threats.
Instead, he entrusted
himself to him who
judges justly. ‘He
himself bore our
sins’ in his body on
the cross, so that we
might die to sins and
live for righteousness;
‘by his wounds you
have been healed.’ For
‘you were like sheep
going astray,’ but now
you have returned
to the Shepherd and
Overseer of your
souls.

1 PETER 2:23-25

What do we do when we suffer unjustly?
Peter points us to Jesus. Quoting the verses we have been reading
from Isaiah 53, Peter notes Jesus did not retaliate or make threats.
Instead, Jesus, “entrusted himself to him who judges justly”. In a
passage that precedes these verses Peter says, “Christ suffered for
you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps”.
When we suffer at the hands of others it’s only natural that we want
to retaliate or make threats. But Jesus’ example is instead to entrust
ourselves to God, the just judge. Peter was writing to Christians
who were viewed with suspicion by their surrounding culture, and
persecution was increasing. How Christians reacted when attacked
would have implications for the entire Christian community.
Our context may be different – although for many of our brothers
and sisters around the world the pressures of Peter’s day are exactly
theirs as they deal with persecution and even death for the gospel.
But whatever our circumstances, suffering for our faith means that we
are following in the steps of our master Jesus. And in the same way
that God worked through the suffering of Christ, so we trust that God,
in his justice might use our suffering for his glory.
Whatever we are suffering today, may we entrust ourselves to God.
As God was able to work through the injustice of what was done to
his Son Jesus, may God also work powerfully through our lives, as
we, his sons and daughters suffer.

PRAYER
Our loving heavenly Father, we praise you that you see all things
and that you know all things. We thank you that our suffering is not
hidden from you: you know exactly what we are passing through.
We pray today for our brothers and sisters around the world who live
under pressure because of their faith in Jesus. Protect them and work
justice for them we pray. And we pray for ourselves that you would
work through our circumstances to bring glory to your name. We give
thanks for all that is ours because Christ suffered for us.
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SET RIGHT WITH GOD
THROUGH FAITH
He was delivered
over to death for
our sins and was
raised to life for
our justification.

ROMANS 4:25

This short verse comes at the end of a chapter in which Paul has
argued from Abraham’s life that justification by faith runs through the
Biblical story from beginning to end. Paul recounts the incredible story
of Abram and Sarai from Genesis 15. Abram and Sarai had no children
and were beyond childbearing age. Yet God promises Abram that he
and Sarai will not only have a son, but, taking Abram outside to look at
the night sky, God says, “Look up at the heavens and count the stars – if
indeed you can count them…So shall your offspring be” (Gen 15:5). The
text tells us, “Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as
righteousness” (gen 15:6).
Paul argues that we stand in the same line as Abram, and the heroes
of the faith, who hearing God’s word believe, and through faith are
made right with God. That then brings us to our verse for today. What
is it we believe? We believe that Jesus was delivered over to death for
our sins. The delivering over here does not refer to the work of Judas,
the Jewish leaders or Pilate. Instead, it is speaking of God giving Jesus
over to death. Fundamental to our belief as Christians is that God sent
his Son for us. But our gospel says more than the death of Jesus for
our sins. For we also believe that God raised Jesus from the dead. By
putting our faith in the death of Jesus for our sins and in his resurrection
from the dead, we are declared right (justified) with God. This is God’s
work, the part we play is to believe.
Today, we are put right with God through faith in the death and
resurrection of Jesus. Not because we deserve this, not because we
have earned it or contributed any part of it. Instead, it all depends upon
God’s incredible love for us expressed through the giving of his son
Jesus.

PRAYER
Dear Lord Jesus Christ, we praise you today and declare our faith in
your death and your resurrection. Thank you that we can live, set free
from sin, because you gave your life for us on the cross and God raised
you from the dead. Forgive us Lord when we think we have anything to
contribute to our salvation. We are completely dependent upon you. In
all the areas of our lives where we are in need today help us to put our
faith and our hope in you.
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Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer,
and though the Lord makes his life an offering for sin,
he will see his offspring and prolong his days,
and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand.

ISAIAH 53:10
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RESURRECTION
As we end our reflections on this great chapter from the prophet Isaiah, the theme
changes from death to life. We discover the wonderful truth that the Lord’s servant
pierced and crushed for our sin, who died, “cut off from the land of the living”,
“assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in death,” overcomes death
– “prolong(ing) his days”. The one of whom it was said, “who can speak of his
descendants?” now lives to see his offspring. (Isaiah 53:8-10)
The belief that “we considered him stricken by God” (Isaiah 53:4) turns out to be
true, “It was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer” (v10). But his death
and suffering was not because of anything he had done wrong. Instead he died our
death, in our place, for our sins, that we might be forgiven.
Resurrected from the dead, Isaiah says of the Lord’s servant, “the will of the Lord will
prosper in his hand” (v10). Isaiah will end this beautiful chapter by telling us what this
will look like, as the servant brings many people into right relationship with God and
is exalted.
Here again we trace the story of Jesus: sent by God into the world, crucified on the
cross, resurrected from the dead, ascended to heaven. Jesus died for our sins, but
God has raised him from the dead! The message of Easter rings out, the good news
of sins forgiven, of reconciliation to God. News that sin and death and hell have
been overcome and that through Jesus a new beginning is possible.
The gospel story offers light and hope in a world in which there is so much
darkness and despair. May the same Lord Jesus whom we have been celebrating
and praising these past weeks, fill our hearts and minds with light and hope today
as we put our faith in him.

PRAYER
Our loving heavenly Father, we praise you for Jesus. We thank you that Jesus died
for our sins and that you raised him from death to life. We praise you that through
Jesus we can be forgiven and reconciled to you. Fill our hearts with the light and
hope that comes with Christ. May our hearts overflow so that all the broken and
dead places in our lives and in our world might experience the wonder of your
resurrection power, through which you are making everything new.
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