from the

Things to do, read, ponder and think more deeply about.

GRACE GATHERINGS
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Creation
Get Going
Chat together about the best gift you have ever received. Why was it good?
Read Genesis 1:1-25 out loud for everyone to hear.
While you are listening, draw or write down some of the things you hear that you think are good.
Show your pictures/list to each other.
Chat about…
Why did you choose those things?
Which is your favourite?
Why do you think God made the universe?

Think Deeper
Creation is a very good gift from God. In the Bible the word “Grace” is used to describe good gifts
that God gives us, not because we deserve them, but because he loves us.
Can you think of anything to add to your picture or list from other parts of the Bible where God
shows us grace? Chat together and see what different things you can add.
Read Genesis 1:26-31
Take a photo of the group that you are with today.
Look at the photo together. What do you think it means in vs 27 that people are made in the image
of God? How are we like God - the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit?
As you chat finish off this phrase as many times as you can…
I am like God because I can…

Take Time
Get comfy while one person reads Genesis 2:1-3.
Then pray this prayer silently together a few times…
As you breathe in say inside your head “I am made in your image”
As you breathe out say inside your head “Thank you God”
Chat together about what you might do this week to show that you are
made in the image of God. How might the things we do show God’s
grace to other people?
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The Fall
Get Going
Chose something to hide that you have with you in your group e.g. pen, teddy, keys. Once you
have chosen the object invite everybody, apart from the person who is hiding the object, to shut
their eyes. The person with the object hides it and then the group opens their eyes and tries to
find the object.
Once you have had fun playing the game chat about times you have been lost.
What happened? How did you feel?

Think Deeper
Read out loud Genesis 3:1-13
As you listen either draw what the garden was like before Adam and Eve ate the fruit OR what it
was like after they ate the fruit. You could split your group in two so that half do “before” and the
other half “after” picture.
Chat together about your drawings. What changed between the pictures?
Chat about what you think Adam and Eve “lost” in this bit of the Bible?
What changed in their relationship with…
Each other?
God?
The animals?
The World?
Once you have thought about these things consider together about what didn’t change. How was
God’s grace and love still with them?

Take Time
Get comfy and listen to these two readings, listening carefully for something
that is in both readings…
Genesis 3:22-24
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The Fall....
Revelation 22:1-3
Did you hear what was in the Garden of Eden in Genesis and in the Holy City in Revelation?
On a piece of paper that everyone in your group can see, ask someone to draw a big “Tree of life”
but with no leaves. What does it say in Revelation that the leaves are for?
Think together about what you could do this week to bring “healing” to those around you? Every
time somebody thinks of something add a leaf to the tree. Take a picture of your tree and send it to
someone you know this week to share with them what you heard from the Bible today.
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Cain and Abel
Get Going
Think of people in your life who you would like to say thank you to. If you could give them a present
to show your thankfulness, what would you give them?
What would you like to say thank you to God for today? If you could give God something to show
your thankfulness, what would you give him?

Think Deeper
In today’s story from the Bible the people give God sacrifices. These were a way of saying
“thank you” to God.
Read Genesis 4:1-5 out loud for everyone to hear.
Split into two teams. One team make a list of what farmers grow from the land. The other team
make a list of things that shepherds must do to look after their sheep. Each team has 60 seconds to
make their lists. After the time is up share your lists with each other.
Chat about which you would prefer to do – look after the sheep, or grow things in the ground?
Why do you think God reacted differently to Cain and Abel’s offerings/sacrifices? What do you think
was going on?
Read Genesis 4:6-14 out loud for everyone to hear.
Does this bit of the story help to explain what was wrong with Cain? What do you think he
was struggling with?
What things make us angry?
What did God say to Cain that he needed to do with his anger?
Ask everyone to be quiet for 20 seconds (ask someone to time it) and think of something they
want God to help them control in their lives.

Take Time
Read Genesis 4:15-16 out loud for everyone to hear.
Even though Cain had done a terrible thing and was punished for it, God was still with him.
God continued to show him his love and grace!
We don’t have a mark like Cain to keep us safe, but we do have a sign. The cross is
our sign to remind us of God’s love for us. As you leave your time together
use your hand sanitiser to draw the shape of the cross on the back of your
hand and know that God loves you!
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Noah’s Ark
Get Going
Imagine you go on a long journey that lasts for 6 weeks. You cannot leave the form of transport
that you are in e.g. car, ‘plane, ship. What would you do to pass the time? What would you want
to take with you? Who would you most want to be with? What would you most look forward to at
the end of the journey?

Think Deeper
Noah and his family and a whole bunch of animals have been in a boat (called an Ark) on the water
for 6 weeks, while it rains constantly. Chat together about what that would have been like. Use all
your senses to imagine their journey. What would they have seen, smelt, touched, heard, tasted!
Eventually the rain stops.
Read Genesis 8:1-12 out loud so everyone can hear.
Listen out for signs in the story that the world is returning to normal and is not going to be flooded
forever. Every time you hear one of those things draw it on a piece of paper. After you have listened
and drawn, share what you drew. These things are all signs of grace for Noah and his family. Add
the word grace to your picture. God is showing Noah his grace; good things that show he is with
them and is going to give them a new life.

Take Time
Noah, his family and all the animals eventually leave the ark. Noah says thank you to God for saving
them, and then God makes promises.
Invite everyone to stand or sit in a circle holding their pictures of grace and ask someone to read
this activity below (taken from Genesis 8:21-22) out loud.
Promises of Grace
Scrunch up your grace picture into a ball, hold it tight. Listen – I will never put a curse on the
ground again because of human beings. I will not do it even though their hearts are always
directed towards evil.
Throw your ball of grace to someone who is older or younger than you. Listen –
Their thoughts are evil from the time they are young. I will never destroy
all living things again, as I have just done.
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Noahs’s Ark....
Throw your ball of grace up in the air and catch it again. Listen – As long as the earth lasts,
there will always be a time to plant and time to gather crops.
Balance your ball of grace on the palm of one of your hands. Listen – As long as the
earth lasts there will always be cold and heat. There will always be summer and winter,
day and night.
Ask everyone to un-scrunch the paper they have and smooth it out. Look at the picture you have.
Say thank you to God that he has shown his grace to us through this story and we can see signs of
that every day in the world he has put us in.
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Babel
Get Going
If you design a new piece of technology, what would it be? Share your ideas. Choose the one that
you as a group think is the best idea. How would your new technology change the world?
What good would it do? Would it cause any problems?

Think Deeper
Read Genesis 11:1-4 out loud so everyone can hear.
Chat together about what the new technology was that people in Babylon discovered. What did
they want to do by building their huge tower?
Draw your name on a piece of paper, make sure your name is big and bold! As you decorate your
name, chat together about what happens when all we do is think about ourselves.

Take Time
Read Genesis 11:5 -9 out loud so everyone can hear.
As you listen, take all your names that you have drawn and scatter them all over the table or floor in
the middle of your group.
After the reading ask someone to write God’s name on a piece of paper and place it in the middle
of all your names.
Sit quietly and look at all the names and God’s name. Think about whether you want your name to
be known by loads of people in the world, or whether you want God’s name to be known. Pick up
someone else’s name from the floor and take it home with you. Pray for the person this week that
they will do what God wants and bring his grace and love out into the world.
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Abraham and Sarah
Get Going
Imagine a beautiful hot sunny day, what would you most want to eat and drink?
Tell each other what you would make to eat or hope someone else would make for you!

Think Deeper
Read Genesis 18:1 – 8 out loud so everyone can hear.
Chat together about who you think these visitors were.
What does Abraham call them?
How does he treat them?
What do you think is going on?

Take Time
In the next bit of the story Sarah is hiding and listening. If you can, hide as you listen to this bit of
the story. Put up your hood, put your jacket over your head, go under a chair – be creative but make
sure you can still hear!
Read Genesis 18: 9 – 15 out loud so everyone can hear.
What good things, what grace, did these visitors bring for Sarah and Abraham? Sarah was laughing
because she thought what the visitors were saying was unbelievable. What things in the Bible do
you find hard to believe? Talk about those things together.
Make a list of all the things you talked about.
Invite everyone to take a photo of the list and use it to help pray for each other until you see each
other again. Pray that God would bring each of you good things as you are honest with him about
things you find difficult to believe.
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Isaac and Rebekah
Get Going
Chat about what you like to do when you celebrate?
Tell each other what the most memorable celebrations of your life are?
Today’s story from Genesis starts with 2 reasons to celebrate: a wedding and a birth.

Think Deeper
Read Genesis 25:19 – 23 out loud so everyone can hear.
Isaac and Rebekah both pray in this bit of the Bible. Chat together about what they prayed and then
share your stories of times in your life when you have prayed.
How did you pray?
Did anything happen?
Why did you pray?
What helps you pray and what stops you praying?
Write everybody in your groups name on a slip of paper and then give everyone in your group
someone else’s name. Take that name home and pray for that person this week, that they would
know God’s grace, love and peace with them whatever is happening.

Take Time
Read Genesis 25: 24 -28 out loud so everyone can hear.
While you are listening draw a picture of yourself. Include your hair, skin and eye colour. Show in
your picture what kind of person you are. What do you like doing?
Lay your pictures down so everyone can see them.
Chat together about the kind of people that Esau and Jacob were?
How were they different from each other?
What did Isaac and Rebekah do that wasn’t very helpful?
Favouritism causes problems – why?
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Isaac and Rebekah....
Look at all your pictures. Say these words all together.
“Thank you God
That you made us the way we are
And love us for who we are
Help us to know
That you want us to be the
Best (ask everyone to say their own name here)
That we could ever be.”
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Esau and Jacob
Get Going
Chat about what kind of sports your group enjoys watching or doing or both?
What kind of sports have people done in the past that they no longer do?
Are there are any new sports that some people would like to try but haven’t had a chance to do yet?
In today’s story from the Bible Jacob wrestles with someone…

Think Deeper
Esau and Jacob, Rebekah and Isaac’s twin boys, fall out after Jacob tricks his father into giving him
all the rights of the firstborn son. Esau is very angry. Jacob runs away and starts a family of his own.
He doesn’t see his brother Esau for a long time. The bit we are going to read today happens the
night before Jacob and Esau are meeting up after a very long time.
Read Genesis 32:22 – 31 out loud for everyone to hear.
As you listen draw a picture of what is happening in the story. Lots of people have tried to paint or
draw this story over the centuries. Chat together about what you think is happening in the story as
you draw.
Jacob’s hip pain would always remind him of the night he met with God. He wouldn’t have
wanted an injured hip but he would have never forgotten that meeting. Does anyone in your group
have a story to share of a time in their life that was really difficult but it helped them get to know
God better?

Take Time
Read Genesis 33:1-11 out loud for everyone to hear. Invite everyone to listen carefully for all the
good things that happen in this story. What gifts are given and received? These gifts might not be
physical things like sheep or money.
Chat together about the gifts that people noticed in the story. Place a big piece of paper in the
middle of the group and draw a rough outline of a wrapped gift on it (e.g. bow, gift tag). Write or
draw on it all the good things that happened in this story. Then add to the “gift” all the things that
people in your group are glad that God has given them.
Once your “present” is complete say thank you to God for all these good
things given graciously to us.
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The Family
Get Going
Have some material available for everyone in your group that they can build with e.g. pebbles, lego,
bricks, playing cards. Enjoy building together.

Think Deeper
Place your construction somewhere everyone can see it. Read Genesis 35:6-7 out loud for everyone
to hear. Chat together about why Jacob built an altar. Does anyone in your group have any stories
of how they have got to know God better because they have been part of Grace Gatherings?
Share them together. Take a photo of your group around the thing that you built so you will always
remember this time and place.

Take Time
Read Genesis 35:11-13 out loud for everyone to hear. Then give everyone something nice to drink.
As you drink, read Genesis 35:11-13 together again. Every time you hear something that God was
going to give Jacob say “Cheers”. Chat together about who you think the “Kings” might be that are
going to come from Jacob’s family/descendants.
Read Genesis 35: 14-15 out loud for everyone to hear then take a jug of water and pour it slowly
into a bowl. As the water pours say this prayer out loud…
Jacob poured out a drink offering
because God had talked to him in that place.
As we pour this water
help us all to know
that you want to
talk to us
and make your home with us.
Amen
Chat together about how you can keep helping each other to stay close to God.

